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Harwinton Fair Oct 6, 7, and 8 

Historical Society Continues Long Tradition  
The Historical Society has a long tradition of 

participation at the Harwinton Fair.  This year 

will mark the 161st year for the annual fair, 

which is held the first full weekend of October. 

Poor weather has plagued the event in recent 

years, but the long-range forecast is looking 

good for this year! 

 

Once again, the Historical Society will welcome 

visitors to the Country Store at the South end of 

fairgrounds as part of the Americana Exhibit.  

The store will again feature pottery making 

demonstrations by Pam Chambers of 

Tanglewood Pottery.  

 

New this year will be an opportunity to “Take A 

Chance” on a variety of gift certificates from 

Harwinton area businesses. Winners will be 

selected at 4 p.m. on Sunday and do not need to 

be present at the drawing. 

 

Another new feature will be the sale of folk toys 

– traditional games and classic toys and puzzles.  

Harwinton history books, household items, 

antiques and more current reading material will 

also be available.   

 

Cookies, pies, apples and candy, pickles and 

cheese will be sold.   

 

Blacksmith Joe Mancini will demonstrate 

blacksmithing techniques in the shop next to the 

Country Store and volunteers will run the old- 

Fashioned shingle mill in the next building.  

Brian Dunbar is returning as mill wright at the 

shingle mill 

 

 
 

Throughout the fairgrounds on Locust Road off 

Route 4, a large variety of vendors, 

concessionaires, entertainers, music, animals 

and agriculture-related exhibits will provide 

entertainment for the entire family from Friday 

evening, and all day Saturday and Sunday. 

 

Historical Society members and friends are 

encouraged to participate and help the society 

by contributing bakery or hand-crafted items, 

which can be dropped off on fair days. 

 

Reminder: The success of the Historical 

Society’s participation in the fair is mainly 

dependent on its members and friends.. 
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TWO NEW PROGRAMS  

OFFERED THIS FALL 
 
October 22 

Crime and Punishment in Litchfield County 
Thieves, rumrunners and rapscallions all color the unsavory 

side of Litchfield County history. Townspeople accused 

women of witchcraft simply for not bearing enough children in 

the early days of the region. During the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries, Owen Sullivan and William Stuart took 

advantage of the county's isolated stretches and a currency 

shortage to build counterfeiting empires. In 1780, Barnett 

Davenport's brutal actions earned him infamy as the nation's 

first mass murderer. Small-time speakeasies slowly took hold, 

and the omnipresence of alcohol-fueled crime led to the birth 

of the nationwide prohibition movement.  

Local historian Peter C. Vermilyea explores these and other 

devilish tales from the seedier history of Litchfield County. 
 

 

November 5 

To Bomb or Not to Bomb 
Although World War II began in 1939, the United States did 

not enter the conflict until December 7, 1941. Join Dr. Karl 

Valois of the University of Connecticut for a discussion on 

how President Franklin Roosevelt always felt that Germany - 

not Japan - would bring us into the war, how the Americans 

eventually defeated the Japanese in the Pacific, and the truth 

behind President Harry Truman's decision to drop atomic 

bombs to end the war.  

 

Programs are held at the Harwinton Library on Bentley 

Drive on dates specified from 2 to 4 p.m.  They are available 

at no charge to the public due to the generosity of the 

Northwest Connecticut Community Foundation in 

cooperation with the Harwinton Historical Society. 

 
***************************************** 
A Bit of TRIVIA 
Who was the only president of the United States born in 
Connecticut? 
 
Question:  Answer on page 4 

***************************************** 
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Volunteers assemble envelopes for the Historical Societyôs Annual Appeal 

 

Annual Appeal Under Way 
A group of 19 volunteers gathered at the Skinner House on Bentley Drive on Saturday morning 

September 2 (Labor Day weekend).  In an assembly-line fashion, letters and return envelopes were 

stuffed and sealed for the Historical Society’s Annual Appeal for funds to continue to preserve local 

history. The task of preparing 2,400 envelops was completed in two hours. 

The documents were printed by Minuteman Press of Torrington and mailed to all postal patrons 

in Harwinton as well as some members and friends who live outside of Harwinton.   A big thank you 

goes out to the following helpers: Bonnie Andrews, Dennis Andrews, Bruce Burnett, Al Cerney, Dot 

Ciechoski, Kathy Claussen, Corinne Curtis, Jim Curtis, Mary English, Dylan Heller, Robert Lecko, 

Martha Lecko, Shelley Manion, Marilyn Mitchell, Mike Orefice, David Ryan, Nancy Schnyer, Elaine 

Sederquist, and Eleanor Woike.   

The appeal has been a success so far - all expenses were met with the first batch of receipts.  

Special appreciation goes to Harry Schuh, Corinne Curtis and Bonnie Andrews for tracking and 

acknowledging receipts and to Jen Minery for her assistance. 

And, of course, the biggest thank you goes out to all who are making financial contributions. 

 

Scholarship Committee Organizing 

The Historical Societyôs Board of Directors has formed a scholarship committee to begin formulating 

plans to award funds in 2018 to a local resident who will be continuing his or her education.  The start-

up committee members are all former educators and include Bruce Burnett, Nancy Schnyer, Martha 

Lecko and Eleanor Woike. Anyone interested in helping should email harwhistsoc@gmail.com or 

contact Bruce Burnett at 860-485-9805 or any of the other initial committee members.  Funding for a 

scholarship or scholarships will come from the Annual Appeal donations and fund-raising activities. 
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Members Reminisce 
 
In this photo Historical Society member Muriel 
Popham (right) chats with former curator and 
Board of Directors member Beverly Mosher 
(center) and Beverly’s daughter Jerilyn Van Leer 
(left) at a Member Appreciation gathering Sept. 
10th at the Skinner House. 
 
Hors d’oeuvres were prepared and served by 
Chez Za Caterers of Terryville.   
 
About 50 members attended the afternoon that 
was organized by Historical Society member Dot 
Ciechoski with help from Nancy Schnyer and 
Eleanor Woike.  
 

 
 
 
Trivia Answer (from page 2):   
Answer: George W. Bush was born July 6, 1946 in New Haven.  The 43rd President of the United 
States, he also served as the 46th governor of Texas from 1995-2000 and is the only president to have 
been  born in Connecticut. 

 
 

 
Miscellaneous Information 
¶ The popular Cemetery Walk that was held the past two years in October is not being 

scheduled this year.   
¶ A nominating committee to suggest a slate of Historical Society offices is being formed. If 

you can, please volunteer for this task to assure that we have leaders going forward into 
2018.  To volunteer, contact any member of the Board of Directors listed on page 2 of this 
newsletter. 

¶ Building Supervisor Dennis Andrews has been working to close the barn museum and 
schoolhouse for the winter. Winterizing the buildings involves vacuuming, dusting and 
taking measures to deter rodents.  Books on display in the school will be removed and 
stored at the Skinner House until spring. 

¶ Several items have been donated to the Society’s inventory in the last few months.  These 
include a vintage typewriter, a signature quilt, 1906 Harwinton Fair postcard, tools, vintage 
household items, toys and two quilts created in the mid-1800s.  Due to the limited storage 
space, acquisitions with a specific Harwinton history will receive priority in the future. 
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Looking Back in Harwinton’s History 

But Where Is the Lead Mine? 
Lead Mine Brook Road winds easterly through a hilly, rural-residential area from Route 4 to 
Harmony Hill Road.  Lead Mine Brook itself runs alongside and crosses Route 4 several times as it 
wends its way toward the center of town.  

------------------------------- 
Ȱ) ×ÁÌËÅÄ ÂÏÔÈ ÓÉÄÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ river many times between the old swimming hole and the 
center bridge and never saw anything resembling a mine. 
                                                                                             - Town Historian Roger Plaskett 

-------------------------------- 
But where exactly is the Lead Mine? It's a question that has puzzled residents, hikers and 
historians for centuries. Stories and speculations abound, but no one to this day knows the 
answer. Could it be just a legend or a treasure yet to be found? 
 
Town Historian Roger Plaskett writes about the intriguing question on Harwinton's history web 
site and credits William (Bill) Domonell with a comprehensive article about the subject, written in 
1993, also available on line.  "Early Indian and settler traditions relate the deposits of both black 
lead (graphite or lumbago) and massive or block lead (galena) had been found near its banks," 
Domonell wrote.  
 
One story, according to Domonell, is that of a Revolutionary War Tory sympathizer, Capt. Moses 
Dunbar, who reportedly found a cave with a large vein of almost pure black lead in the back wall, 
enough to supply all the King's Armies with bullets, the Tory said. But he was hanged in Hartford 
as a traitor before telling anyone where that cave was, Domonell said.  
 
Plaskett notes the author of Chipman's History of Harwinton "relates how early traditions tell of 'a 
vast aggregation of lead in a natural condition so pure as to be malleable without previous 
fusion'." Chipman said its location was "in the highlands situated in the eastern and southern 
portions of the township."    
 
Chipman said a large band of men, some said as many as 100, others as many as 500, divided into 
three groups to search the area. They worked tirelessly through the day but found no mine.  
 
Domonell quoted the Rev. E.B. Hilliard, who in 1881 said the mine location was "a little north of 
the Harwinton town line on the east side half a mile back of the highway running past the house of 
Alfred Cleveland, in the woods."'  
 
A map circa 1879 shows a shaded area titled "Lead Mine," but despite searches by townspeople, 
nothing has been found, Plaskett said. He himself recalls playing and exploring endlessly along the 
brook banks as a child. "I walked both sides of the river many times between the old swimming 
hole and the center bridge and never saw anything resembling a mine," he said. 
 
And so, the mystery remains. 

- ñLooking Backò contributed by Joyce Peck 
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Examples of molding planes similar to those on display in the barn museum 

 

 

The Barn Corner 

Molding Planes: Tools of Master Carpenters 
By David Ryan 

 
Among the tools displayed in the Historical Society barn is a compelling collection of molding 
planes.  While there are many other types of planes, the molding planes are among the most 
interesting.   
 
Molding planes came into prominence in the mid-19th century.  They were used by master 
carpenters to do finishing and design work inside a house, including door frames, windows, and 
along the rim of the ceiling.  Each master carpenter might own a set of as many as 100 different 
planes, all making a different pattern.  I can remember my grandfather, a carpenter, having as 
many as 50 in his set. 
 
Today most of the molding work is done in modern factories and is called "millwork."   However, 
there are today a few craftsmen still using them, thus keeping the molding plane tradition alive.  
 
Reference: 
"The Tools That Built America" by Alex W. Bealer 
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