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New Programs This Fall
Programs are on Sunday afternoons from 2 to 4 p.m. at
the Harwinton Library on Bentley Drive unless
otherwise noted. The programs are free and open to the
public.

September 17

JOHN BROWN: Madman or Martyr?

Of all the famous people in Connecticut history, perhaps
none has had a greater impact on American history than
John Brown. Born in Torrington in 1800, Brown only
spent about four years in the Nutmeg State before
moving to various locales throughout his life. As a
radical abolitionist, he came to view himself as "God's
Avenging Angel,”" whose mission was to destroy
slavery.

Join Dr. Karl Valois from the University of Connecticut
for a lively discussion of the man who has been deemed
by historians to have been either a "madman” or a
"martyr."

September 24

I Smell Death in Here

The swine flu outbreak of 1918 sickened one-third of
the world’s population, killing almost five times as
many people as the First World War. It was the subject

of literature, songs, and conspiracy theories that persist Troubador Thomas Hooker Hanford entertains

to the present day, as well as producing some of the atthe annual Ice Cream Social held at the

most strenuous (and at times ridiculous) attempts to Schoolhouse and Barn Museum August 6. Ice

prevent and treat disease that the world has ever seen, Cream was provided by A&J’s Ice Cream Parlor
in Harwinton. More photos page 5.

This presentation will center on a short history of disease in the western world, the swine flu itself, its

pathology and effects, and the body of cultural works it inspired and continues to inspire.

Presenter Hamish Lutris is an Associate Professor of History at Capital Community College in Hartford.
He has worked in some of America’s premier natural and historical sites, leading hiking and historical
programs. He has also lectured extensively in the United States, Europe, and Canada, presenting
programs on wide-ranging historical topics, including Native American history, the Civil War, Scientific
History, Social and cultural history, World War I, World War Il, and the American West.

See more about upcoming programs on page 2
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Programs, continued from page 1 ...

October 22

Crime and Punishment in Litchfield County
Thieves, rumrunners and rapscallions all color the unsavory
side of Litchfield County history. Townspeople accused
women of witchcraft simply for not bearing enough children in
the early days of the region. During the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, Owen Sullivan and William Stuart took
advantage of the county's isolated stretches and a currency
shortage to build counterfeiting empires. In 1780, Barnett
Davenport's brutal actions earned him infamy as the nation's
first mass murderer. Small-time speakeasies slowly took hold,
and the omnipresence of alcohol-fueled crime led to the birth
of the nationwide prohibition movement.

Local historian Peter C. Vermilyea explores these and other
devilish tales from the seedier history of Litchfield County.

Programs are available to the public due to the generosity of
the Northwest Connecticut Community Foundation.
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A Bit of TRIVIA
Question: How many state capitals has the State of
Connecticut had? Answer on page 4
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Volunteers Needed for Harwinton Fair
Oct.6,7,8!
The Harwinton Historical Society has long been an
active participant in the Harwinton Fair. Each year we
open the Country Store, Blacksmith Shop and Shingle
Mill in the Americana Exhibit

Many volunteers are needed to make this a success.
People are asked to work 2 hour shifts in the Country
Store and/or shingle mill, contribute baked goods and
hand-crafted items for sale and assist with set up and
clean up.

If you are willing to help at the Country Store, please
contact Dennis & Bonnie Andrews at 860-482-7978 or
via harwhistsoc@gmail.com. To work in the shingle
mill contact Brian Dunbar at 860-930-8047.
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The Barn Corner

MORE ABOUT SAWS AND SHOVELS

SAWS ARE COMPLEX TOOLS

The Colonial Wil l i andsdl bandytool esed by 1i8th-eentwryt woddwoskers, saws
were among the most technically complex to manufacture. To work well, saw blades had to maintain a
delicate balance of hardness so that they would stay sharp, stiffness so that they could be pushed
through the work, flexibility so that they would bend and not break under stress, and smoothness of
surface so that they would not bind in the cut.

Saws have been used to cut wood for more than 5,000 years. In the 18th century, they were made in a
variety of shapes and sizes designed for different jobs. Woodworkers used large saws to cut wood into
planks, boards, and veneers. Smaller saws were used to cut boards into parts, to cut joints, and to
make decorative piercings.

Although there are many kinds of small saws, the Harwinton Hi st or i c al Societybds ba
a few examples. One is a scroll saw, also called a chair saw, or a felloe saw. (A felloe, used by a

wheelwright, is a wooden arc. Several make up the wooden rim of a wagon wheel). Although this saw

has a frame similar to a buck saw, the blade is much narrower so that it
could allow curves to be cut into wood. It was also used for making |
furniture. i
A hack saw is a much smaller saw with a sturdy, metal frame that is
often made by a blacksmith who takes an 8 to 12-inch specially
tempered blade and makes it hard enough to cut through metal. It was
used mostly by metal workers, but also by woodworkers to cut off bolts |
and similar things in their work. The third type is a butcher's saw,
similar in construction to a hack saw but used for cutting through bone.
A smaller version is the kitchen saw, used by a housewife, also for

cutting through bone. Al of these could be found on the farm. The felloe saw, above, is used to
cut curves in wood

SHOVELS

In one section of the barn is a collection of shovels. The all wooden flat-shaped shovels were used for
shoveling snow, as were the flat metal ones. The rounded shovels were often used in grist mills to
shovel grain. Wood was used because use of a metal shovel on a stone floor could cause a spark, and
with grain dust in the air, it could result in an explosion. Farmers were not allowed to smoke their pipes
(or anything else) in the mill for the same reason, although history shows that some of them forgot or
ignored the warning. Small-handled metal shovels were used to shovel coal when coal replaced wood
for heating homes as the wood supply became depleted.

Wooden shovels were also used for shoveling apples. It was thought that using metal tools would "risk
spoiling the flavor." Maple, poplar, or basswood was the type of wood most often used for these
shovels. They were especially popular during the time when cider was the national drink and apple
butter was the national spread.

- Contributed by David Ryan
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Looking for something to do this fall? Visit a Museum

Connecticut is a state with numerous
museums, dedicated to a wide variety to
subjects. Some that are lesser known than
others but nonetheless interesting include
the following:

The Glass House in New Canaan, designed
by architect Philip Johnson, is one of 14
structures on a 49-acre National Trust
Historic Site, built between 1949 and 1955.
The site features collections of 20th-Century
paintings and sculpture as well as changing
temporary exhibits. These can only be
viewed while on tour, and you need to get
tickets in advance as most tours sell out
ahead of time. Tours are offered Thursday to
Monday between May 1 and Nov. 30. Call
860-811-4111. Children must be at least 10
years old and be accompanied by an adult.

The Merritt Parkway Conservancy opened
its lobby museum dedicated to the Merritt
Parkway in 2006. A 10-foot long guide is
mounted on a wall, denoting attractions and
points of interest. A 30-minute video
describes the early challenges of building the
parkway; and bridge photography by Michael
Zenreich and various archives are displayed.
The museum is located in Ryder's Landing
Shopping Center, 6580 Main St. in Stratford
(Exit 53) and is open Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-5
p.m. The Sikorsky Estuary Walk, a
bicycle/pedestrian path across the street
from the Merritt Parkway museum, includes
interpretive signage on the river, flora and
fauna as well as beautiful river views from
the bridge spanning the Housatonic River

between Stratford and Milford.

The Boothe Memorial Park and Museum
on a 32-acre site at 5774 Main St. in the
Putney section of Stratford is said to be "The
Oldest Homestead in America." Built in the
1820's and remodeled in 1914, it sits on the
foundations of a house built in 1663 and has
been continuously occupied. David Beach
Boothe and Stephen Nichols Boothe, two
brothers, created the Boothe Memorial
Museum about 1914 and eventually gave it to
the city. The museum maintains 20 buildings
among them a carriage house, Americana
Museum, miniature lighthouse, windmill,
clock tower museum, trolley station, chapel,
the last Connecticut toll booth and a
blacksmith shop. The Boothe Memorial
Astronomical Society Observatory was built
in the park on 1957 and is open to the public
at 8 p.m. on the first and third Fridays of each
month. Listed in the National Register of
Historic Places since 1985, the park and
museum site became a public park, owned by
the town of Stratford, in 1949.

Designed and preserved by artists, Weir
Farm National Historic Site in at 735 Nod
Hill Road in Wilton welcomes everyone

to experience the power of creativity, art, and
nature. Escape to the only national park
dedicated to American painting and
rediscover the beauty of light and color in
everyday life. Grounds are open daily,
sunrise to sunset. There is no fee to visit
Weir Farm. Phone (203) 834-1896 x0

Museum information compiled by Joyce Peck

Trivia Answer (from page 2): Connecticut has had two state capitals. From 1703-1875, the
Connecticut General Assembly met alternately in New Haven and Hartford. Since 1875, Hartford has

been the state capital.
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Newest Historical Society board member Mike
Orefice, left, talks with former board member
Jim Curtis

Nicholas Atkins joins in the fun

ANNUAL
ICE CREAM
SOCIAL
AUGUST 6, 2017

Lena Warner, Elizabeth Atkins and Nicholas Atkins await
instructions from troubadour Tom Hanford inside the First
District One Room Schoolhouse
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