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Upcoming Special Events:

Annual Ice Cream Social
Sunday, August 6, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Grounds of the One Room Schoolhouse Route 118
Entertainment by Troubador Tom Hooker Hanaford
Ice Cream from Harwinton’s A&]J’s Ice Cream Parlor

Ice Cream Cake Raffle
Bring a chair & stay a while !
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Members Appreciation Open House
Jason Skinner House, Sunday, Sept. 10th, 2 to 4 PM
RSVP requested
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Abolitionist John Brown: Madman or Martyr?
Free program - All Welcome to Attend
Sunday, September 17, 2 to 4 p.m.
Harwinton Library, Bentley Drive

Historical Society Receives Grants for Future Programs

The Harwinton Historical Society has received word that funds have been awarded to help
with our mission to preserve Harwinton’s history.

A $1,200 award from the Miriam Mason Cable Trust Fund, a fund of the Northwest
Connecticut Community Foundation, Inc. will allow us to continue to offer history-related
programs that are free and open to the public. The Society has offered programs and speakers
from September through June for years. These programs are attended by persons not only from
Harwinton but also from surrounding towns. The Society is truly grateful for this award and
would not be able to provide quality programs without this help.

A $170 grant was also received from the Holley-Doremus Fund also part of the
Northwest Connecticut Community Foundation.

A generous $1,104 donation to the Harwinton Historical Society was recently provided
from the sale of property connected to the will of the late Lloyd Shanley, former first selectman,
town historian and father of Historical Society Vice president Nancy Schnyer.

Visit us at www.harwintonhistory.com Like us on Facebook Page 1



mailto:harwhistsoc@gmail.com
http://www.harwintonhistory.com/

HARWINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER - August 2017

Tools of the Harvest

Pictured above are three tools used during the summer harvest when the process utilized hand labor.
They are, from left, a reaper’s hook, a scythe and a sickle.

The Barn Corner: Haying Season
LAYING IN HAY AND GRAIN: SCYTHES, SICKLES, AND REAPERS HOOKS

Before discussing the haying tools used in the past, it is necessary to consider the haying season itself.
In New England, "haying season" is generally between late June and early August. This period led to
some of the hardest and most demanding work on a farm. Since dew-dampened hay cuts more easily
than dry hay, the farmer's day often started at dawn. The only breaks were for sharpening the scythe
blade and the noon meal. Following a noon dinner - often the main meal of the day - the farmer would
return to the field to either rake or turn the previous day’s grass to "cure" it into hay, or to haul the cured
hay into the barn to keep it dry for winter use.

Rain was a major enemy of hay making since wet hay would rot and be rendered useless for fodder.
When conditions were right, the farmer would often work up to 16 hours a day to ensure that the hay
crop was dried and stored properly.
SICKLES AND REAPERS HOOKS
One of the exhibits in the Historical Society’s barn is the collection of sickles and reapers hooks. Some
of the longer-bladed ones, especially those with serrated edges on the blades, are reapers hooks that were
mostly used to cut stalks of grain. The smaller flat-bladed sickles were generally used to cut grass and
weeds. The obvious disadvantage of using either tool is that the user was constantly bending over. It
was truly a back-breaking job. A 1902 Sears Roebuck and Co. catalogue shows that a sickle-type tool
could be purchased at prices ranging from 17 to 35 cents. New sickles can still be purchased today at
many stores but the price is now $12 and $30.
THE SCYTHE

The scythe is used to cut grass to make hay or to reap grain from the fields. It has a long wooden
handle, usually bent by steaming the wood. This allowed the handle to be a more comfortable fit for the
user. The blade on the scythe was attached to the handle at right angles. Since the user did not have to

See Harvest, continued on page 3
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HARVEST, continued from page 2

be bent over, a farmer could work in the fields all day, perhaps taking a break at noon for dinner. When
I was young, my grandfather told me that he would take his break by eating a whole big bowl of ice
cream. This made me drool, until Grandpa reminded me how hard he worked to get that treat and how
much more field he had yet to mow.

It was critical to keep the scythe blade sharp. Sharpening was done by "peening," which was tapping the
blade with a small hammer on a small portable anvil or "honing,” which was done by rubbing the blade
several times with a small pocket-sized whetstone. It is important to note that both peening and honing
could be done in the field.

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN A SICKLE (OR REAPERS HOOK) AND A SCYTHE

attached to the handle at a right angle.

The sickle has a short handle; the handle on a scythe is long.
The sickle blade is attached directly to the handle in a straight line; the scythe handle is

o The sickle is a one-handed instrument; the scythe requires two hands.
o The scythe is much more comfortable to use for long periods of time than a sickle.
o While a sickle blade is usually smooth, the reapers hook blade is always serrated. The scythe

blade is generally smooth.

o Both sickles and scythes have one thing in common: They have mostly been replaced by

modern machinery.

By David Ryan (Reference: Jack Larkin "The Reshaping of Everyday Life 1790 — 1840)

Bit of Trivia

Harwinton's first free public library was the T.A. Hungerford Library on Route 4. How did people

circulate reading material before the library was built in 19127?

Answer on page 5

Mike Orefice joins Historical Society Board of Directors

At the July meeting of the Historical Society
Board of Directors, Mike Orefice was elected to
complete the term of Luella Bartes, whose
resignation from the board was noted in last
month’s newsletter.

In July, Mike retired from a 36-year career in
education, which he said gives him more time to
pursue his many other interests. Becoming a
director for the Historical Society is added to
Mike’s volunteer activities including chairman
of the Harwinton Planning Commission, the
Harwinton Agricultural Society (where he is
superintendent of the Animal Friends Barn at
the Harwinton Fair) and director and vice
president of the T.A. Hungerford Memorial

Museum. Mike was the 2009 Harwinton Citizen
of the Year.

Mike operates a Golden Acres Farm (which was
featured in the July issue of “Farming”
magazine) and plans to rebuild and restore
Harwinton’s Four Corners schoolhouse. He has
a strong interest in antiques, especially clocks,
and considers himself an amateur horologist.
He ran a construction business for 20 years and
continues to do renovations, including helping
his five children with maintenance of their own
homes. Originally from Bristol, Mike and his
wife Cindy have lived in Harwinton since 1985.
Their current home is on Lead Mine Brook
Road.
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OFFICERS - 2017

President: Bonnie Andrews
Vice President: Nancy Schnyer
Secretary: Elaine Sederquist
Treasurer: Harry Schuh

DIRECTORS
Term Ends 2017:
Michael Orefice
Candace Jones-Pacholski

Term Ends 2018:
Carol Kearns
David Ryan

Term Ends 2019:
Bruce Burnett
Shirley Gay

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Eleanor Woike

CURATOR
Bonnie Andrews

BUILDING SUPERVISOR
Dennis Andrews

OTHERS (non-board positions)
HISTORIAN
Roger Plaskett

AUDITOR
Marilyn Mitchell

LEGAL COUNSEL
Patrick Wall

Email:
harwhistsoc@gmail.com

Harwinton Historical Society
PO Box 84
Harwinton, CT 06791

860-482-7978
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Unique Showcases in Connecticut

Mention museums and most people probably think art,
history, science or the currently popular "kids" museums.
But Connecticut, home to a long list of museums, also has
some unusual or unique showcases. Among them are:

The Haddam Shad Museum at 212 Saybrook Road in
Higganum claims to be the only museum in the United
States dedicated to shad fishing history in the Connecticut
River Valley. It is open only during shad fishing season or
by appointment otherwise. Call 860-267-0388 for more
information and before you venture to Higganum. You can
also email u16576@snet.net.

The Connecticut Cellar Savers Fire Museum is at 634 Main
St. in Portland. A chapter of SPAAMFAA (Society for the
Preservation and Appreciation of Antique Motor Fire
Apparatus of America), this museum features more than 60
trucks that date from 1910 to the 1970's and, of course, is
dedicated to the preservation of fire apparatus. Call 860-
342-1187 for more information and hours of operation.

The Lock Museum of America is in our own backyard at
230 Main St. in Terryville. Its eight display rooms are said
to house the largest collection of colonial and antique locks
in the United States. A date to mark on your calendar is the
2017 Annual Lock Show, starting at 9 a.m. on Oct. 7.

If you are a University of Connecticut Husky fan, the J.
Robert Donnelly Husky Heritage Sports Museum is located
at 2384 Alumni Drive on the main campus of the University
of Connecticut in Storrs. It highlights the history and
memorabilia of the UConn Husky athletes and features a
life-size fiberglass sculpture of Jonathan the Husky.

The Museum of Fife and Drum, dedicated to preserving the
fife and drum tradition, is located near Ivoryton Theatre at
62 Main St. corner of Highland Terrace, in Essex. The
museum houses fifes, drums, uniforms, music, photos,
medals and awards and more from the Revolutionary War
period to today. Free concerts are held during the summer
and Jaybird Day, honoring old timers, is held the first
Saturday in October.

- By Joyce Peck
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Curator’s Corner

Several interesting items were
donated to the Historical Society recently.
While all donations are considered,
occasionally the decision is made to decline
an item.

Recently Jim Curtis and Dennis
Andrews looked at a cider press (which once
belonged to local resident Wendell Gunn)
that was generously offered to the Historical
Society by John and Bonnie Foeller of Wildcat
Hill Road). It was determined to not accept
the press because it was in need of significant
repair and the society’s storage space is
limited. Mike Orefice was contacted to see if
he was interested in saving the press and he
was happy to pick it up, use his skills to make
the repairs and add it to his collection, which
he intends to put on public display in the
future.

Luella Bartes offered a number of
items to the historical society recently.

Among them were two quilts hand made in
the 1800s. She also offered several kitchen
items, resource books and a framed land
deed for 10 acres of Harwinton property.

Pat Lazauski and her late husband
Dave were former Harwinton residents.
Recently Pat offered several interesting items
including a wall-mounted coffee mill in
excellent condition, a moustache curling iron,
several wrenches, a cream topper ladle and a
sugar scoop. These will be displayed in the
barn and country store.

Corinne Curtis has been helping with
filing items at the Skinner House (and
deleting duplicates) and Mary English
continues to compile geneaology
information. Candy Jones-Pacholski is
working on the news scrapbooks.

Anyone interested in assisting with
curator duties, please contact me at 860-482-
7978 or come to the Skinner House on
Bentley Drive Monday mornings.

- Bonnie Andrews, curator

Harwinton Fair - first full weekend of October (Oct. 6, 7and 8)

Workers will be needed at
coming October. All members
participate by working and/or contributing hand

the Country Store and Shingle Mill at the Harwinton
and friends of the Historical Society

Fair this
are encouraged to
-crafted items or baked goods for sale at

the fair. Contact Bonn ie or Dennis Andrews or any board of directors me mber if you can
help. 860 -482-7978 or harwhistsoc@gmail.com

Answer to A Bit of Trivia (from page 3):

Before the Hungerford Memorial Library,
borrowed and returned from private homes, according to the late Raymond G.
Bentl ey, the town’s first historian. And
The first mention of a public library is in a homemade record book from the

early 1800's, found in the Sheldon Catlin House on upper Har mony Hill Road.
Much later another record book, "Village Library Association Vol. 3rd,”
covering the period from April 1839 through June 1856, was found in the
Hungerford Library.

now a museum, books were

r
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