
HARWINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
June-July 2017 

 
Mail: PO Box 84, Harwinton, CT 06791                                          email:  harwhistsoc@gmail.com 
 

 

Visit us at www.harwintonhistory.com                     Like us on Facebook Page 1 
 

The Barn Corner by David Ryan 

The Importance of Saws in Harwinton’s History 

  

Among the attractions shown in the Historical Society’s 
barn is a display of various saws.  The saw played an 
important part in Harwinton's development.  In 1845, 
the town produced 1,300 cords of wood for fuel and 
130 cords of bark for tanning leather.  (A cord is a 
measurement for a rather large amount of wood that is 
4 feet high by four feet wide by eight feet long (4 ft. x 4 
ft. x 8 ft.).  
  

Bark from oak and fir trees, among others, contains a 
substance called tannin (from which the word 
"tanning" evolved).  Although made synthetically 
today, tannin was used in earlier times to chemically 
turn skins or hides into leather.  The bark was removed 
from the tree by using a blacksmith-made tool called a 
barking spud, which was a spoon-shaped tool with a 
two-foot wooden handle.  The bark was then crushed 
into fine particles under huge millstones into a trough 
made of stone.  Tannin was gotten by pouring cold water on the ground bark for a few days.  It was 
then transferred to a leaching pit and perhaps to another until it reached the desired strength.   
  

Nearly all houses in town were made mostly of wood since other materials, such as brick, required 
a massive foundation made of cut granite slabs, which was too expensive for all but the wealthy. 

See Saws, page 4 

  

 

ANNUAL ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 6 FROM 2 TO 4 PM  

ON THE GROUNDS OF THE  
HARWINTON CONSOLIDATED SCHO0L – ROUTE 118 
ICE CREAM SUPPLIED BY A&J ICE CREAM PARLOR 

CONES AND CUPS AVAILABLE   
SCHOOLHOUSE AND BARN MUSEUM WILL BE OPEN 

TROUBADOR TOM HOOKER HANFORD – PLEASE BRING A CHAIR 
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Historical Society President Bonnie 
Andrews, right, accepts  a donation of a 
Hopkins and Alfred clock from Peter 
Thierry on behalf of his sister Candace 
Thierry. Photo by Harry Schuh 
 

Hopkins and Alfred 
Clock Donated 

The Bentley-Thierry family has a 
long tradition of working to 

preserve Harwinton’s history. 
On May 27th that practice 

continued as Peter Thierry 
presented the Historical Society 
with a clock that was originally 

made in Harwinton during the 
first half of the 19th century.  

The clock belonged to Peter’s 
sister Candace who is now a 

resident of Vermont.   
Each of the Thierry children – 

Candace, Peter and Charlie – 
had been given one of these vintage wooden-works clocks by their grandfather 

Raymond Bentley, Harwinton’s first town historian. The clocks were made in a water-
powered factory in the Campville section of town.  Augustus Alfred and Edward 

Hopkins were partners who eventually sold their clock-making business to Seth 
Thomas, a pioneer in mass production at his clock company in Plymouth Hollow (now 

Thomaston). The Hopkins and Alfred factory building stood for many years near the 
Naugatuck River and survived the Flood of 1955 but was dismantled about 1958 as 
part of a flood control project.  Sections of the building’s machine shop was relocated 

to “Growth of America” exhibits at the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, DC.  
 

Luella Bartes Retires from Historical Society Board of Directors 

Luella Pratt Bartes has a long history of volunteerism in Harwinton.  She has 
been a member of the Historical Society for more than 35 years and has served as the 
organization’s secretary. She has been an active member of the Board of Directors 

since 1984.  Luella is well known for her knowledge of parliamentary procedures and 
genealogy research. At the May 25 directors’ meeting, Luella’s resignation from the 

board was accepted with regret.  She continues as a member of the historical society 
and as a source of information about local area history. 

 Luella recently donated several 19th century family quilts, reference books and 
other memorabilia to the Historical Society along with items that will be offered for 

sale at the annual Harwinton Fair.  
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Saws, continued from page 1 

Crosscut saws 

The saws in the barn museum that command the most 
attention are the big crosscut saws used for felling large 
trees.  Some came with one handle, others with two 
handles, and others with an optional second handle that 
could be bolted to the "heel", or smaller end of the saw. 
Two-man saws are alternately pulled by each sawyer.  The 
one not pushing keeps his grip on the handle, moving his 
hands forward at the speed of his partner. A partner who 
rests instead of holding on firmly is said to be "riding the 
saw” making it difficult for the other man to pull.  While 
trees could be felled with an axe, much more wood was 
wasted in making the cut than when a saw was used. This 
became important as the seemingly endless supply of large 
trees in Harwinton dwindled.  
  

Buck saws 

A talented woodsman could fell a tree precisely where he 
wanted it.  By using an axe and a saw he would cut a notch 
called a "kerf" on the side where he wanted the tree to 
land.  Once a tree was on the ground, it had to be "bucked' 
or cut to a moveable or usable length.  Logs for lumber and 
shingles were drawn to the saw mill by oxen.  Firewood 
was bucked to fireplace or stove length by using a buck 
saw.  This was a wood-framed saw that was found on most 
Harwinton farms.   
  

The frame of the earliest buck saw was held taut by a thin 
double rope, connected to the top ends of the saw. A thin 
piece of wood was twisted to put tension on the frame to 
keep the saw blade tight.  A big improvement, but less 
"folksy" was the replacement of the rope with an 
adjustable iron rod that would remain taught with much 
less work.  These newer saws could be purchased from 
Sears in 1902 for 30 to 45 cents.  A replacement rod could 
be had for between 5 and 9 cents. 
  

Specialized saws 

There are other exhibits of smaller specialized saws in the 
barn that were used by carpenters for house building, 
cabinet work and butchering.  These will be the subject of 
a second article at a later date.. 
  

Sources used: Raymond Bentley, Eric Sloane, Alex W. Bealer, 
R.A. Salaman, Sears Roebuck Catalogue 1902 
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Students Visit Schoolhouse and Barn Museum 

 

  
Photo by Bonnie Andrews 
 

 
Public Encouraged to Visit the Barn and Schoolhouse June 10 

The First District One-room Schoolhouse and Barn Museum will be open free to the public on 
Saturday, June 10th from 1 to 5 p.m. during Connecticut Open House Day.  Some Historical Society 
members are still needed to help with this event.  If you can be at the barn or schoolhouse for an 
hour or two during the open house, please contact Dennis or Bonnie Andrews at 860-482-7978 or 
email harwhistsoc@gmail.com 
 
Individuals or groups wanting to tour the restored 1840’s First District Schoolhouse or barn 
museum located on the grounds of the Harwinton Consolidated School at other times should 
contact Bonnie Andrews at 860-482-7978 or by email to harwhistsoc@gmail.com. 
 
******************************************************************** 

Members – Please Save This Date ! 

Members of the Harwinton Historical Society will be invited to a Members 
Appreciation Open House on Sunday, September 10 from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 
Skinner House on Bentley Drive.  Invitations will be mailed in August.  
 
******************************************************************** 
Bit of Trivia 
Question: What is the northern most site of a Civil War confrontation?  See the 
answer on page 5. 

 

Martha Lecko, left, demonstrates a game 
children might have played when attending the 
First District one-room schoolhouse in the 
1800s. This year first and second grade students 
from the Harwinton Consolidated School visited 
the restored schoolhouse and nearby barn 
museum on May 17 and 18 as part of their 
annual field trip to learn about local history.  
The trip was sponsored by the school’s Parent 
Teacher Organization and the Harwinton 
Historical Society.   
Historical Society members who participated 
were, in addition to Martha Lecko, Bonnie 
Andrews, Dennis Andrews, Bruce Burnett, 
Corinne Curtis, Jim Curtis, Brian Dunbar, Mary 
English, Roger Plaskett, David Ryan, Nancy 
Schnyer, Elaine Sederquist. 
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Looking Back in Harwinton History 

Much Has Happened at Community Hall 
Contributed by Joyce Peck 

Harwinton residents recently voted to retain the old 
Community Hall, and selectmen followed with a five-year plan 
to upgrade the stone and red-brick structure at the 
intersection of Route 4 and South Road.  A new roof will come 
first. 
     The late Lloyd T. Shanley Jr., a long-time first selectman and 
town historian, fortunately left behind a detailed history of the 
building in his "Vignettes" memoir (copies are for sale at the Town Clerk’s office or from the 
Historical Society).   
      Community Hall as it stands now is actually the town's second Town Hall. The first, dating to 
about 1840, was destroyed in a fire two years before the "new" Community Hall was built in 1916. 
Town records, however, survived the fire in a fireproof vault. The two-story building features a 
large decorative multi-pane window at the front of the second level. 
     The 1916 building was designed by a well-known architect, Henry Hornbostle, who donated his 
services.  Hornbostle lived in the 19th century four-chimney house just west of Harwinton 
Congregational Church across the road.  William McConway, a Pittsburgh industrialist who owned 
several properties on South Road, donated the steel trusses for the roof.  
      Shanley recalled town office business was conducted in a single room and vault with its own 
entryway from the outside for the public at the rear behind the main hall and stage. The 
furnishings included a desk for the Town Clerk, a work table with several wooden chairs, a few 
cabinets, shelving and a wood-burning stove. Wood-burning stoves were used throughout the 
building, in fact. Only in later years were electricity, central heat, a driven well and modern indoor 
plumbing brought in. 
     The upstairs hall was used for a wide range of social gatherings from town meetings and voting 
to 4-H and veterans meetings as well as Bingo nights, suppers and plays. Wedding receptions, card 
parties and dances and, for a time, Roman Catholic Church services were also held there. 
    Community Hall served as a Town Hall until 1951 when a town office/vault/courtroom addition 
was added onto Harwinton Consolidated School and the school’s auditorium hosted town 
meetings and elections. In 1989 a new stand-alone Town Hall was built at the town complex on 
Bentley Drive. 

 
 
Answer to A Bit of Trivia (see question on page 4):  

Believe it or not, the northern most site of a Civil War confrontation was in Saint 
Albans, VT. AARP online reports that, at the behest of Confederate President Jefferson 

Davis, 22 Canadians arrived in Saint Albans in the fall of 1864. They robbed three 
banks, forcing the tellers to swear allegiance to the Confederacy before going back to 

Canada with $208,000.  The intention was to cause a rift with Canada and draw Union 
forces north, which it did. The 1861 school building where the raiders gathered before 

robbing the banks is now the Saint Albans Museum and is open June 1 through early 
October. 
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