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Beverly Mosher Leaves Curator Position after 24 Years

At the end of 2016 Beverly Mosher retired as Harwinton Historical
Society curator - a position she held for 24 years.

The Harwinton Historical Society was formed just a few years after
New Hampshire natives Beverly and Bruce Mosher moved to their
new home on North Road. Bruce joined the historical society and a
few years later Bev also became a member. Since then she has
contributed_her well-honed organizational skills and a tireless
volunteer spirit in her role as caretaker of the thousands of artifacts in
the society’s collection. Continued on page 5

Beverly Mosher

WOMEN'S RIGHT TO VOTE
Free Program Sunday, Jan. 8"

Of all the great reform movements in United States history,
perhaps none can match the perseverance of women's suffrage.
Beginning with the Seneca Falls Convention of 1848, various
women's rights leaders fought a seventy-two year struggle before
winning the right to vote. Join Dr. Karl Valois, from the University
of Connecticut, for a lively discussion of the long road to suffrage
that was finally achieved by the 19th Amendment in 1920. Dr.
Valois will relive the obstacles, the shifting arguments for and
against voting rights, the rival women's groups and their ever-
changing tactics, and the leading personalities who finally
achieved success.
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All are invited to the Harwinton Historical Society’s program on
January 8, 2017 which will be held at the Library on Bentley Drive from 2:00 to 4:00 PM.
Reservations are not needed and there will be no charge, however, a donation box will be
available.

Most Historical Society programs are offered free to the public by the Historical Society as the
result of generous grants from the Northwest Connecticut Community Foundation and are usually
scheduled from 2:00-4:00 PM on specific Sundays at the Harwinton Library on Bentley Drive
across from Town Hall.

Visit us at www.harwintonhistory.com Like us on Facebook Page 1
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OFFICERS - 2017

President: Bonnie Andrews
Vice Pres.: Nancy Schnyer
Secretary: Elaine Sederquist
Treasurer: Harry Schuh

DIRECTORS

Term Ends 2017:
Luella Bartes
Candace Jones-Pacholski

Term Ends 2018:
Carol Kearns
David Ryan

Term Ends 2019:
Bruce Burnett
Shirley Gay

IMMEDIATE
PAST PRESIDENT
Eleanor Woike

CURATOR
Bonnie Andrews

BUILDING SUPERVISOR
Dennis Andrews

OTHERS (non-board)
HISTORIAN
Roger Plaskett

AUDITOR
Marilyn Mitchell

LEGAL COUNSEL
Patrick Wall

Email:
harwhistsoc@gmail.com

Harwinton
Historical Society
PO Box 84
Harwinton, CT 06791

Annual Meeting January 22
1 PM at Senior Center

The annual meeting of the Harwinton Historical
Society will convene at 1 p.m. on Sunday, January
22 at the Harwinton Senior Center on Weingart
Road. All are welcome.

New officers (listed in column at left) will begin
their term and 2016 officers and committee
heads will submit reports for the past year. Town
Historian Roger Plaskett will be the guest
speaker on the topic of the Hungerfords - one of
Harwinton’s most interesting families.

Appetizers and beverages will be served.

Dues for 2017 ($15 per member) are payable at
this time. Life members (a membership category
that has been abolished) are not required to pay
dues. Others should bring their dues to the
annual meeting or mail to HHS Treasurer, PO Box
84, Harwinton, CT 06791. See separate form for
dues and annuall meeting.

PLEASE NOTE? Beginning this year agendas and
minutes of board and general meetings will be
shared with all members. Newsletters will be
sent via email to anyone who has shared their
email address with the historical society.
Members who do not have email will receive the
newsletter, agendas and minutes by US Postal
Service.

A Bit of Trivia

Question: The name of George S. Catlin stands
strong in Harwinton and Connecticut history.
What do you know about him?
Answer on page 3

Visit us at www.harwintonhistory.com
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In this picture the woman in Colonial dress is using a staved wooden butter churn. This was a
more labor-intensive way to make butter than the hanging churn pictured on the right. Examples
of both types of churns can be seen in the Historical Society barn museum.

The Barn Corner

MAKING BUTTER

Located in a corner of the Historical Society barn museum on the grounds of the Harwinton
Consolidated School (Route 118) are several items related to the making of butter including a
butter churn and a butter worker. The most important item in the butter making process is the
butter churn. There are examples of several different types of butter churns in our barn. The one
pictured here (above right) is called a hanging churn. The operator worked the churn by rocking
it back and forth until the butter had thickened or "come.” Then the excess liquid had to be
squeezed out. The butter worker was an excellent piece of equipment for this operation. Wooden
butter scoops were then used to extract the butter from the butter worker. The butter was
pressed into butter molds for storage. These molds had various shapes and often a design was
pressed into the butter. This was a type of signature so that, if the butter was sold, people could
identify the maker.

Also pictured is the more familiar and more labor intensive primitive wooden staved hand churn.
See all the churns, scoops, and molds and other items of farm life in Harwinton by visiting the
Harwinton Historical Society Barn during the warmer months.

By David Ryan with some information from "Forgotten Household Crafts" by John Seymour

Answer to: “A Bit of Trivia” (from page 2) Born in 1808 in Harwinton, George
Smith Catlin was a Connecticut judge in Windham County and a U.S.
Representative in the 28th Congress from March 4, 1843 to March 3, 1845. He
was an unsuccessful Democratic candidate for Governor in 1848 and served in the
state Senate in 1850. Catlin was Secretary to the Governor from 1831-1833 and
was prosecuting attorney in Windham County 1842-1843. He attended Amherst
College and Litchfield (Tapping Reeve) law school.

Visit us at www.harwintonhistory.com Like us on Facebook Page 3
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LOOKING BACK IN HARWINTON HISTORY
Campyille
By Joyce Peclc Conicles
['ve just read the most remarkable book, one that will give you an u*rwr‘,,;m&.,ﬂw

incredibly wonderful and intimate look back into life in the early 20th
century in Harwinton. "Campville Chronicles: An Oral History of the
People of Harwinton, Connecticut" was compiled by my friend Romily
Cochrane Cofrancesco and published in 2008. Maybe you've read it. I
don't know why it took me eight years to get to it.

Fascinated with the area, Romily, who lives on Wildcat Hill Road in
Campville herself, collected and edited first-person accounts from Colecad ol P denthis
dozens of Campville old timers. Harwinton residents especially will MieenEoma
recognize many names: Alice Slate, Eldah Johnson, Arthur Kelley, George Griben, Lloyd Shanley,
Anne Kirchofer, John Bigos Sr. and Florence Smith, among others. Romily took photographs of
many of these people and also utilized some of their own family photos as well as newspaper
clippings and other items.

The book is an outgrowth of Romily’s final project for an oral history graduate class she attended
at Wesleyan University. It's a lovely, warm book that is available at the Harwinton Public Library
and amazon.com. If you buy the book from Romily, the cost is $20 for a black-and-white version
and $30 for the one in color. Add $5 and your address and she will mail a copy to you. Romily can
be reached at 860-485-9602.
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Newsletter Adds Two Helping Hands

Beginning this month, historical society members Joyce Peck and David Ryan will
submit newsletter articles related to Harwinton.

New historical society member Joyce Peck will be contributing to “Looking Back in
Harwinton History” and “A Bit of Trivia.” Board of Directors member David Ryan
will periodically submit information about artifacts that are on display in the barn
museum in a column called “The Barn Corner.”

Joyce is a retired journalist with a general interest in history. Dave is in the
antiques business and is a retired school teacher with an interest in encouraging
people to learn more about the many artifacts displayed in the Historical Society’s
barn on the grounds of the Harwinton Consolidated School.

Thank you to Joyce and Dave for helping to make the newsletter more informative
and interesting.

This monthly newsletter currently reaches 254 recipients.

Visit us at www.harwintonhistory.com Like us on Facebook Page 4



http://www.harwintonhistory.com/

HARWINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER - January 2017
Bev Mosher Retires as Curator, continued from page 1

In the years that followed, Bev expanded her role to include overseeing the country store at the
Harwinton Fair, occasionally recording minutes at meetings, serving on the Board of
Directors,organizing programs and displays, contributing to the library craft fair, and monitoring
historical society book sales at town hall. But her greatest impact has been in her role of curator.

In 1992, Beverly was one of several women who joined Historical Society Curator Marion Thierry
at the Hungerford Library to sort and catalog artifacts that had been gathered by Town Historian
Raymond Bentley. Midway through that year Marion recommended to the society that Beverly
serve with her as co-curator. The idea was approved and the two women spent many additional
hours classifying and categorizing the many objects and documents in the society’s collection.
Beverly also spent countless additional hours searching for larger office space for the society’s
records.

In 2006, after considering several options, the curator operation was moved to larger office space
on the second floor of the Skinner House off Bentley Drive. The core team of Marion and Beverly,
joined by Anne Kovall and Helen Borkowski, met for several hours every Monday morning. In
2007 Beverly took some time off to recuperate from knee surgery, but was otherwise diligent in
her dedication to the curator duties. She was instrumental in getting the original card system of
cataloging onto a more modern museum software program that is still used today.

By 2008 Marion had encouraged Bonnie Andrews to join the Monday morning group to help
transfer information to the computer system and, thus, free Bev up for other responsibilities.

“I enjoyed the history of Harwinton and learning more about it,” Mosher said recently.

In addition to work for the historical society, Bev has spent many hours researching her own
family history. Occasionally she is asked to help others with their research, including responding
to inquiries made to the Historical Society.

Bev will also retire from the Historical Society’s Board of Directors but has agreed to continue as a
“consultant” to the historical society. In her latest “retirement”, Bev will have more time for her
family which includes two children, four grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

NOTE: Marion Thierry retired from the curator position a number of years ago. Bonnie Andrews
will continue as curator with assistance from Mary English. Candace Jones-Pacholski replaced
Helen Borkowski and Anne Kovall and continues to maintain the news scrapbooks. Other
individuals will be called upon for short-term tasks as needed.

- By Bonnie Andrews
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If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please send an email to harwhistsoc@gmail.com

If you know someone who would like to receive this newsletter please send their email address to
harwhistsoc@gmail.com
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Congratulations East Litchfield Village Improvement Society (ELVIS)

In December The Greater Litchfield Preservation Trust presented its 2016 Preservation
Award to the East Litchfield Village Improvement Society (ELVIS) “for their steadfast
and courageous efforts to identify and preserve the historical and architectural
treasurers of East Litchfield. Exemplified in their work to preserve and restore the
East Litchfield Chapel.”

The Harwinton Historical Society compliments ELVIS for its efforts!

Harwinton’s Hometown Holiday Video on Cable Shows

Carol Kearns and Harry Schuh are members of the Historical Society’s Board of Directors as well
as being videographers and hosts of the “Lion Around Connecticut” cable access show. Carol and
Harry have announced that they have delivered this year's one-hour video special Harwinton's 6th
Annual “Hometown Holiday Celebration” to two area cable stations. The recording was made on
Saturday, December 3rd.

The Charter Studio in Winsted will air the program on Channel 191 on the following future dates
and times:

Tuesday, Jan 3rd at 7:30 PM (just before the weekly show "Lion Around CT with Carol and Harry"
at 8:30 PM)

Saturday, Jan 7th at 4:00 PM

Sunday, Jan 8th at 11:00 AM

Tuesday, Jan 10th at 7:30 PM (just before the weekly show "Lion Around CT with Carol and Harry"
at 8:30 PM)

The Cablevision Studio will air it on the following Saturdays:
Jan. 7, Jan. 14, Jan. 17, and Jan. 28 on Channel 5 at 4:00 PM

At the Harwinton Library

Help with Genealogy Research & Helpful Hints on Ancestry.com
Friday, January 13", 10 am - 12 noon (snow date January 27th)

Carol Bauby, a Harwinton resident experienced in genealogical research, has volunteered to help
patrons with genealogy research questions. Pat r ons can use t he Ancdstryar
Library Edition that can only be accessed in the Library. Patrons can conduct their research on
Library computers or bring their lap tops.
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