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Banjo player Tom Alvord, center, is accompanied by Nancy 

Lewis, singing on left and Brad Cagenello, right, vocals and 

playing the washboard. 

 

Successful Ice Cream Social !   
The weather was perfect for this year’s Ice Cream Social held 

Aug. 7th on the grounds of the First District Schoolhouse and 

barn (in front of the Harwinton Consolidated School).   

Brian DeMaio and Brandon Malarny of Harwinton’s new A&J’s 

Ice Cream Parlor served 180 scoops of the vanilla, chocolate, 

strawberry and maple walnut ice cream.  

Banjo player Tom Alvord and friends provided the musical 

entertainment. 

Many thanks to event organizers Nancy Schnyer and Ellie 

Woike.  Thanks also to Sue and Dave Ryan, Dennis Andrews, 

Corinne Curtis and Luella Bartes for greeting guests at the 

barn and schoolhouse; Kathy Claussen and Marilyn Mitchell 

for manning the ticket table; Carol Kearns and Harry Schuh 

for video-taping the event and Bonnie and Dennis Andrews 

for help with set up and break down.  
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COMING SOON !  THE HARWINTON FAIR !  HELP NEEDED ! 
 

This will be the second year that the Harwinton Fair 

will begin on Friday evening and continue, per 

tradition, on the first full weekend of October.  The 
dates for this year’s fair are Friday, Sept. 30, 

Saturday, Oct. 1 and Sunday, Oct. 2. 

 

Once again the Historical Society will present several 

exhibits in the Early Americana Exhibit at the South 

end of the fairgrounds. 

 

At the far end of the display, a shingle mill will be 

operating to show how wood shingles were made in 

the mid 1800’s.  Next to that will be a working 

blacksmith shop.  Finally, a variety of goods including 

home baked items, cheese, apples and pickles will be 

sold in the Country Store.  There will also be a pottery 

demonstrations by Pam Chambers of Tanglewood 

Pottery.  Pisgah Mountain Primitives will also return to 

demonstrate pioneer living 

 

In order to make all of this available to the public, it is 

hoped that Society members will help out. If you can 

bake or work a few hours, or contribute in some other 

way, please volunteer by calling 860-482-7978 or 

email harwhistsoc@gmail.com.   
 

Participating in the fair is a great way to have fun and meet people !! 

 

A Bit of Trivia 
August Trivia Question Answer:  The first permanent resident of Harwinton is generally believed to 
have been Daniel Messenger from Hartford who settled here about 1730. 
 
September Trivia Question:  What was the original name of the Harwinton Fair?  Answer will be 
in the October newsletter. 

 
“The Graveyard Shift” Cemetery Walk 

Due to the popularity of the first Harwinton Cemetery Walk last October , another 

is being  planned  for this  Oct. 14 .  This year the event will begin at 5:30 and will 
feature 10 former Harwinton residents who will return for a “one night stand” to 

greet you in South Cemetery  up until they must be laid to rest again at 8 p.m. ..    
Bus transportation will be provided from town hall (no parking allowed on South 

Road).  See flier on page 6 for more details .  

Jim Curtis, above, is a director of 
both the Historical Society and the 
Harwinton Agricultural Society.  
One of Jim’s many responsibilities 
is heading up the paint crew for 
the Harwinton Fair, a job Jim has 
done for many years.  He is 
pictured here preparing for this 
year’s fair. 
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PROGRAMS OFFERED IN SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 2016 

All programs are free to the public and will run from 2:00-4:00 PM on Sundays at the 
Harwinton Library on Bentley Drive across from Town Hall.  

 
September 18, 2016 - A CONVERSATION ON ANTONIN SCALIA AND AN ORIGINALIST*  

INTERPRETATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 
 
*Originalism is the theory that the U.S. Constitution should be interpreted based on the intent of its authors as 
determined by examining evidence of their understanding of the meaning of its wording in its historical context.  

From the beginning of our republic, debate over how to interpret the Constitution has 
divided Americans.  Alexander Hamilton and John Marshall saw the constitution establishing the 
basic functions of a strong federal government, a flexible guide that could allow change in the 
government as conditions called for modification and augmentation.  Thomas Jefferson feared 
abuse of power in a strong central government and argued that if a constitution was to mean 
anything, only those powers explicitly enumerated in a constitution could be enforced until and 
unless the constitution was formally amended. 

Our first two-party political system was established partly as a result of these philosophical 
differences and the debate has continued through our entire history.  Antonin Scalia was probably 
the most formidable advocate of the originalist or strict constructionist view in recent times and 
his passing has left the current Supreme Court equally divided between jurists of liberal and 
conservative view.  

 It seems an appropriate moment in history to consider the purpose of constitutions and 
the challenges that face constitutional government in a rapidly changing world. Join Harwinton’s 
Bruce Burnett in this discussion. 

Suggested Bibliography for this program 

 

The Constitutional Convention (A Narrative History from the Notes of James Madison), Edward J. 

Larson and Michael P. Wilson, eds., Modern Library Paperback Edition, 2005. 

 

The Federalist, George W. Carey and James McClellan, eds., Liberty Fund, 2001. 

 

James Madison and the Struggle for the Bill of Rights, Richard Labunski, Oxford University Press, 2006. 

 

Jefferson and Hamilton (The Rivalry that Forged a Nation), John Ferling, Bloomsbury Press, 2013. 

 

A Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law, Antonin Scalia, Princeton University Press, 

1997. 

 

Our Constitution, Donald A. Ritchie, Oxford University Press, 2006. 

 

Continued on page 4 
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Continued from page 3 

 

Reading Law: The Interpretation of Legal Texts, Antonin Scalia and Bryan A. Garner. 

 

Witnesses at the Creation (Hamilton, Madison, Jay and the Constitution), Richard B. Morris, Henry Holt 

and Company, 1985. 

 

The Oxford Guide to United States Supreme Court Decisions, Kermit L. Hall, ed., Oxford University 

Press, 1999. 

September 25, 2016 - CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS 

Regarded as one of the most terrifying moments in the history of the Cold War, the Cuban Missile 
Crisis of October, 1962 was the closest that the United States and the USSR ever came to an all-out 
nuclear holocaust.  Join Dr. Karl Valois of the University of Connecticut for a spirited and 
sometimes shocking discussion concerning the roles of President John F. Kennedy and Soviet 
Premier Nikita Khrushchev. 

October 9, 2016 (Date Changed from Sept.) - CONNECTICUT’S JONATHAN TRUMBULL 

Often forgotten by the general public, historians have long regarded Jonathan Trumbull Sr. as one 
of the greatest governors in Connecticut history.  Serving from 1769-1784, he became a trusted 
friend of General George Washington, who affectionately called him “Brother Jonathan”.  Under his 
leadership, Connecticut earned the nickname “The Provisions State” by making many valuable 
contributions to the Patriot cause.  Join Dr. Karl Valois of the University of Connecticut for a lively 
discussion of Jonathan Trumbull, Sr. 

October 23, 2016 - THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE 

As we approach the upcoming presidential election, it can be fairly stated that the great majority 
of American voters do NOT know how our presidents are elected.  Join Dr. Karl Valois of the 
University of Connecticut for a surprising presentation on the ELECTORAL COLLEGE.  Learn about 
the TRUE feelings of our Founding Fathers on democracy and the common people, WHY the 
Electoral College was created as a compromise and why there have been calls to abolish it. 

 
HHS Board of Directors  

If you or someone you know would be interested in serving on the Historical 
Society’s Board of Directors, please contact any of the officers or directors 
listed on the first page of this newsletter or by email via 
harwhistsoc@gmail.com.  New thoughts and ideas are always good for an 
organization.  The Directors meet on the last Thursday of the month from 3 to 
5 p.m.   
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Historical Society’s Youngest Member Assists Curators 

 
Twelve-year-old Olivia Bortolon is the Harwinton Historical 
Society’s youngest member and one of the organization’s 
most willing volunteers.  Olivia is the daughter of Sondro 
and Elizabeth Bortolon of Canton and the granddaughter of 
Mary English.  Both Elizabeth and Mary are HHS members. 
 
In the summer and on school vacations, Olivia often 
accompanies her grandmother to the Skinner House on 
Monday mornings to help with curator duties.  Olivia does 
paperwork, filing, and any other miscellaneous tasks sent 
her way.  She has also helped at the Country Store during 
Harwinton Fair weekend and distributed tickets at the “If 
Stones Could Talk” Cemetery Walk last October. 
 
Olivia sets a very positive example for any volunteer to 
follow.   

 
NOTE:  Long-time HHS Curator Beverly Mosher is cutting back on some of her responsibilities, 
so additional assistance is most welcome.  Anyone willing to donate a few hours, - especially 
someone with computer skills – may contact Beverly at 860-485-0610 or Bonnie Andrews at 
860-482-7978 for more information. 

 

Looking Back at Harwintonôs History ï The Ice Cream Social 
The Harwinton Historical Society has been conducting an Ice Cream Social almost every year 
since 1982.  Initially, the event featured a demonstration of hand-made ice cream and later 
members contributed home-made ice cream.  Eventually, the ice cream was purchased from a 
vendor in order to be in compliance with current health code regulations. The event has 
traditionally been a community social and not a fund-raising activity. 
 
 

 
Recent HHS Acquisitions 

The curators have accessioned several items during the month of August.  Sue and Dave 
Ryan donated a foot warmer.  Beverly and Bruce Mosher donated a childôs potty chair and 
bassinet as well as a variety of tools collected by Bruce.  The tools will be on display in the 
Country Store at this yearôs Harwinton Fair  
 

 
HHS Annual Appeal Begins This Month 

The annual appeal for donations to the Harwinton Historical Society begins this month.  Last 
year, generous donations allowed the Society to continue its work to preserve and encourage 
an interest in Harwintonôs history.  
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