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Ice Cream Social  
Sunday, August 7th 

2 to 4 pm 
Lawn of First District schoolhouse 

Route 118 across from 

Harwinton Post Office 

Ice cream from A & J’s Ice Cream Parlor 

$1 per scoop  

Old Tyme Banjo music 

Please bring a lawn chair 

School and Barn Museum open 

*************************** 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS ! 

THE HARWINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNOUNCES 
PROGRAMS FOR SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 2016 

All programs will run from 2:00-4:00 PM 
 at the Harwinton Library 

and are free to the public 
 (donations are gratefully accepted) 

 

See page 2 and 3 for details 

 

OFFICERS 

President: Bonnie Andrews 
Vice Pres.:  Nancy Schnyer 

Secretary: Elaine Sederquist 
Treasurer:  Harry Schuh

  
 

DIRECTORS 
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Term Ends 2017: 
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IMMEDIATE 

 PAST PRESIDENT 
Eleanor Woike  

 
CURATORS 
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Bonnie Andrews 
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Dennis Andrews 
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PROGRAMS FOR SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 2016 

All programs will run from 2:00-4:00 PM on Sundays  
at the Harwinton Library, Bentley Drive  

and are free to the public 

September 11, 2016 - CONNECTICUT’S JONATHAN TRUMBULL 

Often forgotten by the general public, historians have long regarded Jonathan Trumbull Sr. as one 
of the greatest governors in Connecticut history.  Serving from 1769-1784, he became a trusted 
friend of General George Washington, who affectionately called him “Brother Jonathan”.  Under his 
leadership, Connecticut earned the nickname “The Provisions State” by making many valuable 
contributions to the Patriot cause.  Join Dr. Karl Valois of the University of Connecticut for a lively 
discussion of Jonathan Trumbull, Sr. 

September 18, 2016 - A CONVERSATION ON ANTONIN SCALIA AND ORIGINALIST 
INTERPRETATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 

From the beginning of our republic, debate over how to interpret the Constitution has divided 
Americans.  Alexander Hamilton and John Marshall saw the constitution establishing the basic 
functions of a strong federal government, a flexible guide that could allow change in the 
government as changing conditions called for modification and augmentation.  Thomas Jefferson 
feared abuse of power in a strong central government and argued that if a constitution was to 
mean anything, only those powers explicitly enumerated in a constitution could be enforced until 
and unless the constitution was formally amended. 

Our first two-party political system was established partly as a result of these philosophical 
differences and the debate has continued through our entire history.  Antonin Scalia was probably 
the most formidable advocate of the originalist or strict constructionist view in recent times and 
his passing has left the current Supreme Court equally divided between jurists of liberal and 
conservative view.  It seems an appropriate moment in history to consider the purpose of 
constitutions and the challenges that face constitutional government in a rapidly changing world. 
Join Harwinton’s Bruce Burnett in this discussion. 

September 25, 2016 - CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS 

Regarded as one of the most terrifying moments in the history of the Cold War, the Cuban Missile 
Crisis of October, 1962 was the closest that the United States and the USSR ever came to an all-out 
nuclear holocaust.  Join Dr. Karl Valois of the University of Connecticut for a spirited and 
sometimes shocking discussion concerning the roles of President John F. Kennedy and Soviet 
Premier Nikita Khrushchev. 

 See Programs, page 3 
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Programs, continued from page 2 

October 23, 2016 - THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE 

As we approach the upcoming presidential election, it can be fairly stated that the great majority 
of American voters do NOT know how our presidents are elected.  Join Dr. Karl Valois of the 
University of Connecticut for a surprising presentation on the ELECTORAL COLLEGE.  Learn about 
the TRUE feelings of our Founding Fathers on democracy and the common people, WHY the 
Electoral College was created as a compromise and why there have been calls to abolish it. 

A Bit of Trivia 
 
June-July Trivia Question:  The name Collis P. Huntington is associated with 
Harwinton.  Who was he and how is he connected to Harwinton. 
Answer:  Collis P. Huntington (1821-1900), pictured right, was a financier 
of the Southern Pacific Railroad who started his financial career as a 
Yankee peddler.  Huntington was born in Harwinton on October 22, 1821.  
He became known as one of the “big four” of Western railroading 
expansion.  He helped finance and build the Central Pacific Railroad which 
was part of the first U.S. transcontinental railroad system. 
 
Trivia Question for August:  What is the name of Harwinton’s first settler? 
 

 

Second “If Stones Could Talk” Cemetery Walk Oct 14  
 
Last year’s very popular “If Stones Could Talk” Cemetery Walk will be returning to Harwinton 
on Friday night, October 14, 2016 at South Cemetery on South Road.  
 
About a dozen of Harwinton’s past citizens will return for this one night to tell their stories.  
Anyone interested in helping with this event should contact Municipal Historian Roger Plaskett 
at 860-485-9636 or via email at proger@aol.com. 
 

 

Looking Back at Harwinton History 

In 1845 town records show there were 1,121 people living in Harwinton in 231 houses.  They 
owned 150 horses valued at $4,292 (just over $28 each), 1,927 head of cattle (value nearly $8 
each) and 2,374 sheep (valued at $1 each).  Harwinton farmers produced 5,740 bushels of corn, 
2,924 bushels of rye, 7,072 bushels of oats and 1,002 bushels of buckwheat, 14,868 bushels of 
potatoes, 7,560 bushels of turnips and 24,146 bushels of apples, in addition to a variety of other 
seeds and vegetables according to “History of Harwinton” by Raymond Bentley. 
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Sarah O’Hazo Recipient of 2016 Harwinton Historical Society Award 

The Harwinton Historical Society awarded  $500 to Harwinton resident Sarah O’Hazo upon 
graduation from Lewis Mills High School.  Sarah plans to attend college at Western New England 
University this fall. 

This year’s Mills graduating class was awarded more than $86,000 in scholarships and awards.  
The Harwinton Historical Society award was administered by the Lewis S. Mills Scholarship Fund. 

 

Harwinton Fair  

Sept. 30, Oct. 1, and Oct. 2 

We need as many hands as possible to make the fair a success.  The 
country store, blacksmith and shingle mills are popular places for fair 
goers to visit.  They are also a good place for responsible teens to earn 
some of their community involvement time. 
 
The Historical Society will need volunteer workers for the Country Store all three days and 
people to help stock the shelves and price items prior to the fair.  Baked goods – especially 
pies, brownies, cookies and fudge – are always popular and all are encouraged to bring a 
bakery donation to the store Friday night or Saturday or Sunday morning. 
 
Anything handmade sells well.  We have had good luck with small, colorful knit hats and 
mittens (especially if it is chilly).  Other small items (provided they are in excellent condition) 
that might be sold in a country store are also welcome.  Remnants of at least a yard of material 
such as calico and gingham are popular with quilters. 
 
In addition to help at the country store, we also need people to conduct demonstrations in the 
shingle mill.  Training sessions will be scheduled for novice workers. 
 
It would be a huge help if someone would volunteer to make telephone calls prior to the fair 
weekend to remind people of the event and to seek help and bakery goods.  If you are 
homebound or otherwise unable to participate on fair days, please consider helping to man a 
phone bank prior to the fair. 
 

Burlington Tavern Day 
 
The Burlington Historical Society’s annual Tavern Day will be held Sunday, Sept. 18, from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on and around the Burlington Town Green.  The annual event has been held 
since the 1980s.  This year the organizers are hoping to return the event to its origins, which 
were less commercial and focused on demonstrations of old-fashioned crafts and skills. To 
that end they are seeking people willing be demonstrate things that were done by hand in the 
past.  Demonstrators will be able to sell items.  To participate contact Sarah McCusker at 860-
673-5098 or librarysarie@gmail.com.  
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Students Visit Barn and Schoolhouse  
 

 
 
Historical Society members Corinne Curtis, above right, and Brian Dunbar, above left, greeted 
second grade students at the barn museum and schoolhouse on June 1st and 2nd.  The 
students spent a morning learning about the various tools and artifacts on display in the barn 
as well as how attending a one-room schoolhouse differs from going to school today.  Also 
serving as guides were David Ryan, Roger Plaskett, Jim Curtis, Dennis Andrews, Elaine 
Sederquist, Mary English, Bonnie Andrews, Carol Kearns and Harry Schuh.  
 
 

 
 

 
Town Historian Receives Merit Award 

Harwinton Historian Roger Plaskett, left, is pictured with Liz 
Shapiro, Executive Director of the Connecticut League of 
History Organizations.  Liz presented Roger with an award of 
merit for individual achievement (for his work as municipal 
historian) at a luncheon on June 6th at the Four Points 
Sheraton in Meriden.  Also attending the luncheon from 
Harwinton: Donna Plaskett, Frank Chiaramonte, Bonnie 
Andrews and Dennis Andrews. 
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