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 Annual Meeting Features Oral History Program 
 

 
      David Ryan discusses the  
      value of oral histories
  
  

Statistics/Highlights from 2015 Annual Reports 
 

The 2015 annual appeal, which was launched in August, has 
been very successful.  A total of 140 donations have been 
received.  Contributors were very generous this year – just over 
$8,000 has been added to our treasury. As a result of this 
generosity the Board of Directors has voted to give two 
scholarships to graduating seniors at Lewis Mills High School 
this spring.   The board will look for other ways to give back to 
the community while meeting our mission “To help citizens and 
visitors understand and appreciate Harwinton, Connecticut, and 
American history through artifacts, documents and historical 
programs and activities.”    
 

Continued on page 5… 

OFFICERS 

President: Bonnie Andrews 
Vice Pres.:  Nancy Schnyer 

Secretary: Elaine Sederquist 
Treasurer:  Harry Schuh 

 
DIRECTORS 

Term Ends 2016: 
James Curtis 
Shirley Gay 

 
Term Ends 2017: 

Luella Bartes 
Candace Jones-Pacholski 

 
Term Ends 2018: 

Carol Kearns 
David Ryan 

 
IMMEDIATE 

 PAST PRESIDENT 
Eleanor Woike  

 
CURATORS 

Beverly Mosher 
Bonnie Andrews 

 
BUILDING SUPERVISOR 

Dennis Andrews 
 

OTHERS (non-board) 
HISTORIAN 

Roger Plaskett 
    

AUDITOR 
Marilyn Mitchell 

 
LEGAL COUNSEL 

Patrick Wall 
 

The annual meeting was held 
on Sunday, Jan. 21st at the 
Harwinton Senior Center on 
Weingart Road. 
 
Reports for 2015 were 
submitted from the president, 
treasurer, curators, program 
and buildings chairmen.  
Minutes from the 2015 annual 
meeting held last February 
were approved as were minutes 
of a general membership 
meeting held in November 
2015. 

 
Continued on page 2 
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Oral History Initiative Explained at Annual Meeting 

Continued from page 1 
 

Election of officers was held.  There were no nominations from the floor and the current officers 
and directors were re-elected. The terms of Board of Directors members David Ryan and Carol 
Kearns will continue until 2018. 
 
A change in the by-laws was approved.  The Board of Directors had proposed a change that would 
allow the annual budget to be approved at the January annual membership meeting rather than in 
February.  This will allow the new board to make plans for the year as early as possible. 
 
By a unanimous vote it was agreed that the society would be supportive of a Cemetery Walk in 
October.  The first “walk” was held in 2015 and was quite successful.  This will again be a joint 
venture of the Historical Society and the Hungerford Museum. 
 
Following the formal meeting, refreshments were provided a group of volunteers under the 
leadership of Vice President Nancy Schnyer. 
 
After the business meeting David Ryan and Roger Plaskett presented a short program on 
conducting oral histories. David explained the purpose of these interviews and some of the 
techniques for gathering information from the people being interviewed. 
 
His remarks were followed by a video of an interview conducted in May 2015 with Donald Smith 
Sr. and Henry Delay Jr.  Don and Henry have been lifelong friends who talked about time spent at 
the local swimming hole, participating in the Civil Air Patrol during World War II, the fire that 
destroyed the Congregational Church in the 1940s and starting the local fire department.   
 
Roger had edited the hour-long interview down to 20 minutes and added photos and illustrations 
to the presentation. 
 
A generous grant from Thomaston Savings Bank has allowed the society to purchase an HD digital 
video recorder and tripod for future oral history projects.  Ideas for the project should be 
forwarded to Dave Ryan. 
 

 

*********************************************************************************************************** 
 

A Bit of Trivia 
FEBRUARY 2016 TRIVIA QUESTION:  What is the state insect of Connecticut? 
 
Answer to January 2016 trivia question:  Which star on the United States flag represents 
Connecticut?   
The stars, from left to right beginning with the top row represent states in the order they 
became states. Connecticut was fifth, on January 9, 1788. 
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Upcoming Historical Society Events 
 

Sunday, Feb. 7th 

KOREA:  THE FORGOTTEN WAR 

Dr. Karl Valois will return to lead a program about the Korean War from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Harwinton 

Library.  This program was rescheduled from its original date of Jan. 24 due to inclement weather 

predictions. 

Valois has been a professor of history for 29 years and is the author of a book "The Korean War: Limits 

of American Power."  Long regarded as "the forgotten war," the Korean War was the first major 

showdown of the Cold War and the first major test of the United States in its new role as the "world's 

policeman."  Discussion will include the origins of the war, the incredible ups and downs of the conflict, 

the epochal conflict between President Harry Truman and General Douglas MacArthur, and the 

enduring legacy of this war.  

 

The library is located at the end of Bentley Drive which is off Route 118. Please use the side entrance by 

the parking lot. This program is open to the public at no charge although donations to offset costs are 

gratefully accepted. 

Sunday, Feb. 29
th  

THE PRESIDENT AND THE MAD MAN 

“Charles Guiteau stood watching the president move across the train 

station.  Guiteau had decided to kill President James Garfield after 

only a few months in office “because God had ordered him to do 

it.”  The Harwinton Historical Society will introduce Gordon 

Williams, a retired history teacher, to tell us this story.   Williams has 

received Trumbull’s Teacher of the Year award and was a runner-up 

as Connecticut Teacher of the Year.  He spent a year in England as a 

Fulbright exchange teacher.   In 1991 he was one of six Connecticut 

teachers to win the financially rewarding Milken Education Award.  

 

The program present by Mr. Williams will take place on Sunday, 

February 29, 2016 at the Harwinton Library on Bentley Drive from 

2:00 to 4:00 PM.  The program is open to all and there will be no 

charge although donations are gratefully received.   

          

 
Save the date:  Sunday, April 17th 
Speakers have been scheduled for a two-hour program on the iron furnaces that once existed in 
Connecticut.  This program was arranged in response to requests from those attending other Historical 
Society programs. The event will be held at the Harwinton Library from 2 to 4 p.m. 
 
 

James Garfield 
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Curators Corner 
 
The curators are starting the new year with a note of appreciation and thank you to our 
volunteers: 

 Candy Jones-Pacholski for keeping our news-related scrapbooks current.  Candy is the 
historical society program chairperson and a member of the accessions committee that 
considers items that are offered to the society.  Candy is at the Skinner House most 
Monday mornings. 

 Mary English helps out on most Monday mornings with cataloging and organizing our 
library.  She is categorizing family information to make it more accessible to anyone 
seeking genealogical information.  Mary is also a member of the accession committee. 

 John Thrall clips Harwinton-related articles from the Waterbury Republican and Hartford 
Courant. 

 Dennis Andrews clips Harwinton-related articles from the Register Citizen. 

 Marilyn Mitchell serves as the auditor for the historical society and has taken on a one-
time task of removing some photos from old photo albums so they can be better 
preserved. 

 
The curators periodically have some one-time, short-term tasks.  If anyone is interested in 
helping, please let us know.  Many hands certainly lighten the work load. 
 

Curators:  Beverly Mosher and Bonnie Andrews 
 
 
 

 
MIKE WALLACE TRANSPLANT FUND RAISER 

 
Mike Wallace a former graduate of Lewis S Mills HS, suffered kidney failure nearly 10 years 
ago and was on dialysis for the last three years. Several weeks ago, a donor was located and 
Mike had the transplant surgery. 
 
Some of you may know Mike’s father, Jack Wallace, a former firefighter, fire police and EMS 
volunteer for both Harwinton and Torringford.  You may also have met Mike at his workplace, 
Southworth’s Wayside Furniture in Torrington. 
 
While all of the medical costs for the donor are covered by the hospital, including his 
medications, Mike will be looking at out-of-pocket expenses in excess of $20,000 just in this 
first year. A fund-raising campaign has been organized for him. If you would like to contribute, 
please visit this web site: https://www.gofundme.com/ftc3pvx8  
 
You can follow the whole history of Mike's journey, by going to his 
website: www.MikeWallacekidney.com 
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Statistics/Highlights from 2015 Annual Reports 

Continued from page 1 
 
Twenty-one programs were offered to the community in 2015.  Those who attended the programs 
provided input into the topics, which were varied.  Many of the programs focused on Connecticut 
history but others were about national and world history vents that had an impact on the town 
and state.  Through the programs new acquaintances have been made and several attendees have 
become historical society members. 
 
We continue to work toward more advanced certification with StEPs (Standards and Excellence 
Program for History Organization).  The program helps us to be better organized and to focus on 
making progress in specific areas.  Many, but not all, of the programs are funded by a grant from 
the Miriam Mason Cable Trust Fund of the Community Foundation of Northwest Connecticut. 
 
Last year the Thomaston Savings Bank Foundation provided the historical society with a grant to 
purchase an HD Digital Recorder and tripod that will be used in the new oral history project.  
Spearheaded by retired social studies teacher David Ryan, the first interview was completed and 
edited by Town Historian Roger Plaskett.  Other interviews and video stories are being planned. 
 
Please contact Dave or any member of the Board of Directors if you are interested in helping with 
this project or have suggestions for oral history subjects.  A specific need is for someone who 
could operate the video equipment during interviews. Ideas on this topic are always welcome.  
 
Building maintenance is an ongoing project throughout the year.  This past year Charles Kirchofer 
(who originally built the barn and barn addition) replaced all of the rotted boards on the south 
side of the barn.  He also repaired the outhouse.   
 
Many volunteers pitched in at the Harwinton Fair by working or contributing baked goods or 
crafts.  The weather was not cooperative, but fairgoers had a dry, relatively warm place to stop at 
the Country Store.  Ken Birden returned as the resident blacksmith and Brian Dunbar and his crew 
manned the shingle mill whenever it stopped raining long enough to operate. 

The curators accepted 37 new items into the society’s collection last year.  In addition to overseeing the 

recording, storage and display of artifacts, the curators occasionally receive inquiries from people who 

are researching their family history.  While the curators can answer some questions others may be turned 

over to the town historian, town clerk or assessor.  All inquiries receive a response, even if that response 

is that we are unable to help. 

 

Nominees Sought for Annual Award 
The 2016 Harwinton Outstanding Citizen Committee has set a Feb. 12 deadline for nominations 
for this year’s honor.  The award will be presented on April 22 at Fairview Golf Course.  Residents 
are asked to nominate a person who, in their opinion, represents outstanding volunteerism and 
devotion to Harwinton.  Nominees must have been a Harwinton resident for at least five years and 
engaged in the civic affairs of the town.  Nominations should be sent to Bill Green, committee 
chairman, 17 Harwinton Heights Road, Harwinton, CT 06791.   
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Miscellaneous News 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  If you are receiving this newsletter via the US Postal Service, but you have 

an email address, it would save the historical society financially if you would forward that email 

address to harwhistsoc@gmail.com  so you could be put on the email distribution list.   

 

HELP WANTED:  People are needed to serve as hosts/hostesses in the school and barn 

when these buildings are open to the public.  A brief history of the buildings will be made 

available to those willing to volunteer.  Please contact Bonnie or Dennis Andrews, 860-482-

7978.  Training will be provided. 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING: Thursday, Feb. 25th at 3 p.m. at the Skinner House.  

 

STORM CLOSINGS for Harwinton Historical Society events will be announced on Channel 3, 
WFSB. 

 

GRANTS: Many of the programs offered by the Harwinton Historical Society are made 
possible by a grant from the Miriam Mason Cable Trust Fund of the Foundation of the 
Northwest Connecticut Community Foundation. In 2015 a grant was also received from the 
Thomaston Savings Bank Foundation. 

 
2016 DUES ARE PAYABLE NOW.  SEE FORM BELOW  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

2016 Harwinton Historical Society Dues  
Please Detach and Mail 

Dues for 2016 are $15 per person (with the exception of life members) and should be paid on or 
before the last day of February 2016. 
Name(s):____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Email: 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Amount enclosed @$15 per person: ______________________ 
Please make checks payable to the Harwinton Historical Society and mail to: 

 
HHS Treasurer 

P.O.  Box 84 
Harwinton, CT 06791 

 
 

Visit the Harwinton Historical Society on Facebook 
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