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COMING DEC. 6 - THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN HISTORY 
 
The Harwinton Historical Society has scheduled its last program 
for 2015 entitled “Women in History.”  The talk will focus on 
women who have remained somewhat unknown yet had major 
impacts on United States history.  Women from the Revolutionary 
War, the Civil War and a woman from the era of World War II will 
be part of the discussion. 
 
Central Connecticut State University Professor Holly Richards, a 
resident of Harwinton, will be the guest speaker.  The program 
will be held at the Harwinton Library on Bentley Drive from 2:00 
to 4:00 PM on Sunday, December 6th, 2015. 
 
Richards presented a program Nov. 1 on Vietnam that included 
many interesting, and sometimes seldom known, facts about that 
war and the surrounding time in United States history. 
 

 
Holly Richards, left, meets with several people following her talk 
on Vietnam Nov. 1st.  Also pictured are Historical Society Board of 
Directors members Shirley (right) and Candace Jones-Pacholski 
(background).  Candace is program chairman. 
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A Bit of Trivia:  
Answer to November 2015 Trivia Question:  What is a whistle pig? 
 
A whistle pig is a groundhog, also known as a woodchuck.  It is a rodent belonging to the group of 
large ground squirrels or marmots.  They are accomplished swimmers and occasionally climb 
trees when escaping predators.  However, they prefer to retreat to their burrows when 
threatened.  When alarmed, they use a high-pitched whistle to warn the rest of the colony, thus the 
name “whistle pig.” 
 
The name woodchuck is not related to wood or chucking.  It stems from an Algonquian or 
Narragansett name for the animal, wuchak.  The name has led to the popular tongue-twister: 

How much wood would a woodchuck chuck 

if a woodchuck could chuck wood? 

A woodchuck would chuck all the wood he could 

if a woodchuck could chuck wood! 
 

Trivia question for December 2015 (answer in the January 2016 newsletter): 
How many points does a snowflake have? 

 

Interested in preserving Harwinton’s history?  Join the Historical Society  
Watch for 2016 membership information in the January Newsletter 

     
 Thank you to Rosemary and Wayne Frombach of Burlington for sharing their 

photographs and  information on the Baltic states following the November 
15th dinner and meeting at the Harwinton Senior Center.  Thanks also to Carol 
Kearns and Harry Schuh for arranging the presentation and to Dot and Ray 
Ciechoski and Bonnie and Dennis Andrews for assisting with the dinner.   

 
 The January newsletter will include information about the annual meeting. 

 
 The Historical Society is participating in the Harwinton Library craft sale 

during the month of December.  Crafts as well as books about Harwinton 
history will be available.  These books may also be purchased at Town Hall or 
by contacting one of the curators any time throughout the year.     
 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Christmas lights are on at the schoolhouse on Route 118.  They should turn on 
about 4:30 and off by 11 pm daily.  If you should pass by and notice that any of the window candles are 
not lit, please contact building maintenance chairman Dennis Andrews by phone at 860-482-7978 or 
email:  dandd06790@optonline.net.  Thank you and Merry Christmas !    
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