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DR. VALOIS RETURNING BY POPULAR DEMAND – SAVE THESE DATES ! 
  

The Society welcomes UCONN Professor Dr. Karl Valois back to Harwinton once again to lead two 
discussions on the History of Connecticut.  The two-hour sessions will take place at the Harwinton 
Library from 2:00-4:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 19 and on Sunday, February 2, 2014.  Dr. Valois 
provided several successful sessions for the Society in 2013; the most recent one on the 
Revolutionary War.  Previous attendees have requested more programs on the history of 
Connecticut and more presentations by Valois.  The Community Foundation of Northwest 
Connecticut has awarded a grant to the society that supports these quality programs.  All are 
welcome.  There will be no charge although donations are gratefully accepted. 
 

Ellie Woike Returns to Lead Historical Society  
Eleanor “Ellie” Woike was elected president of the Harwinton Historical Society in December.  This is 
Ellie’s third term as president.  She succeeds Richard “Dick” Pacholski, who served as president in 2012 
and 2013.  Ellie recently retired from her job as Harwinton Town Treasurer, an elected position she 
held for 30 years.  Ellie’s career also includes 37 years as a math, chemistry and computer teacher.  She 
has been a volunteer and leader in several local organizations and is currently enrolled in the Master 
Gardener Program at UConn.  

**************************************************** 
A special thank you to Dick Pacholski for his leadership of the society the past two years and 

to Karen Fowler for many years of service on the Board of Directors !

OFFICERS: 
President: Eleanor Woike 
Vice Pres.:  Nancy Schnyer 
Secretary: Loda Sheehan 
Treasurer:  Harry Schuh 
DIRECTORS: 
Luella Bartes 
James Curtis 
Carol Kearns 
Candace Jones-Pacholski 
Elaine Sederquist 
Vacancy 
CURATORS: 
Beverly Mosher 
Bonnie Andrews 
BUILDINGS:  
Dennis Andrews 
IMMEDIATE  PAST PRES: 
Richard Pacholski 

Upcoming Programs & Events 
 

Jan. 19 – Sunday – 2-4 p.m. at Harwinton Library, Bentley 
Drive:  Dr. Karl Valois on Connecticut History – Part I 
Jan. 23 – Thursday – 6:30 p.m. at Skinner House:  HHS 
Board of Directors meeting 
Jan. 27 – Monday – 6:30 p.m. at Harwinton Senior Center: 
Annual Membership Meeting with refreshments  
Feb. 2 – Sunday – 2-4 p.m. at Harwinton Library, Bentley 
Drive. Dr. Karl Valois on Connecticut History – Part II 
 
 Members Go A Wassailing… 

The December meeting included a holiday dinner 
celebration organized by Dick and Candy Pacholski and 
prepared by Lucky’s Restaurant followed by a program 
with Tom Hanford.  Tom’s stories and songs explained the 
history of Christmas traditions, the Winter Solstice, and 
Wassailing.  
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The curators would like to complete certain collections in the Historical Society library.  

Harwinton Fair Premium Books for the following years are needed: 1883, 1886, 1887, 
1888, 1889, 1890, 1894, 1901, 1902, 1922, 1926, 1931, 1943, and 1944. 

We are also attempting to complete our collection of books written by Lois Lenski.  We 
have the following books and would welcome copies (new or used) of any of her other 
books.   "Phebe Fairchild, Her Book"; "Strawberry Girl"; "A Dog Came to School"; "Flood 
Friday"; "Cowboy Small" , "The Little Farm". 

You can reach us by calling 860-485-0610 or 860-482-7978.  We are also available at the 
Skinner House on Bentley Drive Mondays from 9 to 11:30 (drive up, toot your car horn and 
someone will let you in.) 

- Curators Bev Mosher and Bonnie Andrews 

 
STEPS PROGRAM WRAPPING UP 

 
In 2012 the Harwinton Historical Society joined the newly formed Connecticut Standards and 
Excellence Programs (StEPs-CT).  The program’s goal is to achieve national standards for small history 
groups and museums through training, mentoring and grant funding.  Harwinton was one of 25 
organizations participating in the start-up program that was developed by the Connecticut League of 
History Organizations (CLHO) and Connecticut Humanities.  The Harwinton group was led by Historical 
Society President Dick Pacholski.  Several other members volunteered to attend one or more of the 
StEPs workshops, most of which were held in Middletown, CT.  The program helps identify and 
document our organization’s strengths and find solutions to areas needing improvement. 
 
The formal training has been completed, but there is still some work to do.  At this point, the society is 
nearly ready to file for Bronze certification.  A review session is being scheduled to finalize our 
involvement in this program and make plans for continuing to improve while utilizing the StEPs 
program as a guide.  Dick Pacholski has volunteered to continue to lead this on-going effort.  Future 
newsletters will provide more information. 
 
The StEPs-CT program will continue in 2014-2016 with a new set of participants. 


